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Teknolojik gelismeler sonucu yasanan degisimler ve kiiresellesme siirecinde artan uluslararasi ticaret,
sosyal ve ekonomik olarak cesitli degisimleri de beraberinde getirmistir. Bu degisimlerden birisi olarak
yerel/bolgesel ekonomiler uluslararasi 6lgekte rekabet edebilen birimler olarak gelismistir. Bolgelerin rekabet
giicii ise isletmelerin performansi ile beraber yenilik yapma kapasitesi, farkli aktorler arasi isbirliginin
saglanmasi ve sosyal sermayenin gelistirilmesi gibi unsurlarla belirlenmeye baslanmistir.

Bu dogrultuda, bolgesel gelisme politikalar1 da yeniden sekillenmeye baslamistir. Yeni bolgesel gelisme
politikalar1 kapsaminda siirdiiriilebilir rekabet avantajinin saglanmasi i¢in yerelin kendine 6zgli yonleri 6n plana
cikarilmistir. Ayrica, isletmelerin, kamu kurumlarmnin, sivil toplum kuruluslarinin ve egitim kurumlarmin
isbirligi anlayisi ¢ercevesinde bir araya gelmesinin 6nemi net bir sekilde ortaya konmustur. Son dénemlerin
popiiler kavrami olan kiimelenme yaklasimi ile aktorler arasi igbirliginin gelismesinin, isletmelerin ve
bolgelerin daha rekabet¢i ve yenilik¢i olmalarinin onii agilmaktadir. Bu itibarla, kiimelenme oldukga cazip bir
bolgesel gelisme politikasi araci olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Tirkiye’de son donemde Ozelikle sektdrel yogunlasma olan bolgelerde kiimelenme yaklagiminin
benimsenmesi ve uygulanmasi yoniinde c¢esitli ¢calismalar yapilmaktadir. S6z konusu calismalar, Tirkiye’de
kiimelenme potansiyeli tasiyan yerlere ve aktorler arasinda kiimelenmeye ciddi bir merak ve istek oldugunu
gostermesi bakimidan dikkat c¢ekicidir. Tiirkiye’de kamu politikalarma bakildiginda ise son yillarda
kiimelenme kavramina onem verildigi ancak kiimelenmenin net bir ¢ergeveye oturtulmadigr goriilmektedir.
Oniimiizdeki siirecte kamu politikalar1 agisindan kiimelenme yaklasiminin nasil benimsenecegine karar
verilmesi beklenmektedir. Tiirkiye’de kiimelenme yaklasiminin 6zellikle bdlgesel gelisme politikas: agisindan
nasil kullanilacagini arastiran yol gosterici bir caligmaya ihtiyag vardir.

Bu calismada ilk olarak kiimelenme kavramimin gelisimi konusunda literatiir taramasi yapilmis ve
degisen bolgesel gelisme politikalar1 gercevesinde kiimelenme kavraminin konumuna deginilmistir. Ayrica,
kiimelenmelerin desteklenmesi icin benimsenen modellere ve farkli iilke uygulamalarina yer verilmistir.
Calismanin son boliimiinde, Tiirkiye’de kiimelenme kavramina verilen 6nem ve halihazirda kiimelenme
yoniinde verilen destekler degerlendirilmistir. Calismanin neticesinde ise, Tirkiye’de farkli politikalar arasi
uyum saglanmasi ihtiyacina, kiimelenme olusumlarmin desteklenmesi gerekliligine ve bolgesel diizeyde
kalkinma ajanslarinin bu konuda neler yapabilecegine yonelik model oOnerisi gelistirilmistir. Modelde
kiimelenme yaklagimi politika, program ve bdlgesel diizeyde ele alinmistur.
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CLUSTERING APPROACH AS A REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT TOOL AND A
CLUSTER SUPPORT MODEL PROPOSAL FOR TURKEY
Filiz ALSAC

The changes brought about by the technological developments and increasing volume
of international trade during the globalization process have been accompanied by various
changes in social and economic spheres. Among these changes comes the development of
local/regional economies as competing units at international scale. The competitiveness of the
regions have started to be defined by innovation capacity, collaboration of various
stakeholders, enhancement of social capital in addition to the performance of the enterprises.

In this regard, regional development policies have been reshaped. Within the context
of new regional develeopment policies, the specific characteristics of the localities have come
to the fore to ensure sustainable competitive advantage. Furthermore, the importance of the
collaboration among the enterprises, public institutions and non-governmental organizations
was clearly set out. With the clustering concept, which has been popular recently,
collaboration among stakeholders, competitiveness and innovation capacities of enterprises
and regions are promoted. In this respect, clustering has come to agenda as a very attractive
regional development policy tool.

Recently in Turkey, various studies are made concerning the adoption and
implementation of clustering approach especially in the regions which have sectoral
agglomerations. These studies draw special attention as they indicate the presence of a serious
inquiry and motivation related to territorities and actors with clustering potential in Turkey.
When public policies in Turkey are examined, it is seen that clustering concept has been
attached importance recently but it has not been elaborated in a clear-cut framework. It is
expected that how the clustering approach will be adopted in public policies will be
determined in the forthcoming process. There is a need for a guiding study in Turkey which
explores how the clustering approach will be used especially in regional development policy
field.

In this study, firstly a literature survey was made on the clustering concept and the
stance of clustering within the context of changing regional development policies is described.
In addition, models supporting clustering and different country implementations in this field
are reviewed. In the last part of the study, the importance attached to the clustering approach
in Turkey and the relevant supportive measures at present are evaluated. As a conclusion, a
model was proposed concerning, the need for integration among various policy fields, the
necessity to support the clustering formations in Turkey, and the role of development agencies
at the regional level in this field. The clustering approach was covered in policy, program
level and at the regional level in the model.
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