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Kiiresellesme siireci, yasanan teknolojik gelismeler ve yeni {iretim siiregleri,
giiniimiizde bolgesel kalkinma politikalarin1 yeniden sekillendirmektedir. Bolgelerin kiiresel
ekonomide birer aktor olarak ortaya ¢iktig1 ve ulusal kalkinma agisindan belirleyici oldugu bu
ortamda, bolgesel politikanin hedefi sadece belirli geri kalmis bolgelerin gelismislik
farklarinin azaltilmasiyla sinirli kalmamakta, tilkenin kalkinmasina ve rekabet giiciine en fazla
katkiyr saglamak {izere, tim bolgeler icin farkli niteliklerde gelistirilen politikalar
igcermektedir.

Bu c¢ercevede, bolgesel politika yaklagimi bolgelerin rekabet edebilirliklerinin
gelistirilmesi hedefi ile yeni bir vizyon, kapsam ve muhteva kazanmistir. Bununla birlikte,
bolgesel rekabet edebilirligin saglanmasi i¢in yenilik ve bilgi temelli yeni bolgesel politika
araclariin gelistirilerek uygulanmasi gerekmektedir.

Bu olgudan hareketle, calismada oncelikle bolgesel rekabet edebilirlik kavraminin
gelisimi, rekabet edebilirligin faktorleri ve 6l¢iimii konularinda literatiir taramasi yapilmis, bu
kavram cercevesinde doniisen bolgesel politika evreleri degerlendirilmis, yliksek eksende
rekabet edebilirligin saglanmasi i¢in bilgi ve yenilik temelli yeni ve ¢esitlendirilmis miidahale
araclart incelenmistir. Caligmada ayrica, bolgesel politika yaklasimi ve araglarindaki
dontlistimiin niteligi OECD, Avrupa Birligi politika ve uygulamalar1 ile iilke Ornekleri
verilerek ortaya konmustur.

Teori ve uygulamadaki bu yaklasimlar dikkate alinarak iilkemizde bélgesel politika ve
araglarinin  doniisiimii degerlendirilmis; bdolgesel politika araglarinin, bdlgesel yenilik
stratejileri, kiimelenmeler, teknoloji ve yenilik gelistirme merkezleri ile rekabet edebilirlik
odaklar1 gibi araclarla desteklenmesinin 6nemi vurgulanmistir. Calismanin son kisminda ise,
tilkemizdeki bolgeler arasinda mevcut olan, onemli diizeydeki rekabet edebilirlik farklar
temel bilesenler analizi yontemiyle ortaya konularak, bolgelerinin rekabet edebilirliklerinin
artirilmasi i¢in Oneriler gelistirilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bolgesel Rekabet Edebilirlik, Bolgesel Kalkinma Politikalar1, Bolgesel
Yenilik Sistemleri, Yenilikgilik, Kiimelenme, Rekabet Edebilirlik Odaklari, Cazibe
Merkezleri, Uyum Politikasi.
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Today, regional development policies are being reshaped by the globalisation process,
technological developments and new production processes. In this process, where regions not
only became actors in the global economy but act as determining factor for national
development, the objective of the regional policy is not limited to decreasing regional
disparities but covers differentiated policies for all of the regions to ensure maximum
contribution to the national development and competitiveness.

In this context, covering the new objective of enhancing regional competitiveness, the
regional policy approaches gained a new vision, scope and content. Moreover, new regional
development instruments, based on knowledge and innovation, have to be developed and
implemented in order to ensure regional competitiveness.

In this context, firstly, a literature review was carried out regarding the development of
regional competitiveness concept, regional competitiveness factors and its measurement; then
the evolution of the regional policy with reference to the regional competitiveness concept
was evaluated, new and diversified regional policy instruments, based on knowledge and
innovation, contributing to the high road competitiveness were analysed. In addition, the
evolution of regional policy approaches and instruments were demonstrated with OECD, EU
and two country implementations.

Consequently, in the framework of above mentioned approaches in theory and
practice, the transformation of Turkish regional policy and instruments was evaluated, the
importance of reinforcing regional policy instrument with regional innovation strategies,
clusters, technology and innovation development centers and competitiveness poles was
emphasized. In the last part of the study, the differences among competitiveness levels of the
regions were determined, through applying principle component analysis technique, and
recommendations were made with a view to improve competitiveness levels of the regions.

Key Words: Regional Competitiveness, Regional Development Policies, Regional
Innovation Systems, Innovation, Clusters, Competitiveness Poles, Growth Centers, Cohesion
Policy.
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